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 � Emma Holloway, of  Colchester 
Archeological Trust works in the 
remains of the  Roman Monumental 
Arcade. Below, how it would have 
looked
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Archaeologists have hailed the 
discovery of  Britain’s biggest 
Roman arcade under the streets of  
Colchester as “extraordinary”.

The full scale of  the 28-arch 
arcade, which would once have 
formed an impressive frontage to 
the town’s Temple of  Claudius, has 
now been revealed.

And a section of  the remains of  
the structure, hidden below ground 
for centuries, will go on show to the 
public alongside newly-discovered 
artefacts.

 � Full story: Pages 2 & 3
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With this 
discovery, we can 
now show Colchester 
what it was really 
like to live in a 
Roman arcade – 1800 
years ago

Dr Phillip Crummy

‘Extraordinary’ find adds 
Britain’s biggest Roman arcade 
has been uncovered – under an 
apartment building in Colchester.

The landmark discovery was 
made when the Colchester 
Archaeological Trust came across 
the ruins of  a 120-metre-long 
arcade, which provided a frontage 
to the Temple of  Claudius, dating 
back to around 50AD.

Today the temple forms the 
base of  the Norman Colchester 
Castle.

Experts had been digging under 
the floor of  the recently-
constructed One Castle House, 
opposite Castle Park, for some 
time.

The trust’s director Phillip 
Crummy said: “The discovery of  
this monumental arcade was orig-
inally made in 1954 but it was left 
untouched. It is the biggest 
Roman structure of  its kind to be 
discovered in the UK.

“Its closest rival in terms of  
size stands in northern France, 
and shares some of  the architec-
ture we can see here today.

“The original arcade and its 

Emily Townsend
Emily.Townsend@archant.co.uk

grand columns are similar to 
those you see in Bath, at the 
Roman Baths. It really is an 
extraordinary find and it shows 
how much history Colchester has 
to offer.”

Remains of  the ancient build-
ing will go on public display this 
summer under three glass panels, 
giving visitors a chance to learn 
more about Britain’s oldest town.

In Roman Britain the “stun-
ning” arcade took the form of  a 
series of  28 arches, punctured in 
the middle by a grand gateway.

An interpretation centre with a 
café will share the ground floor of  
Castle House with the newly 
d i s c o v e r e d  a r t e f a c t s . 
Conveniently, the exhibit is 
located opposite the entrance to 
Colchester Castle.

Dr Crummy and his team have 
been working on a digital project 
to enhance the new display, where 
images of  the arcade’s original 
structure are cast onto the wall 
behind the remains.

“We’ve now managed to work 
out the dimensions of  the 
columns found at One Castle 
House in Roman feet. 

“These calculations have 
allowed us to design a digital 
reconstruction, as we have 
displayed here on a projector,” he 
said.

“With this discovery, we can 

 � From left, Colchester borough councillor Tim Young, Sarah Head-Anderson, from Flying Trade Group, and Phillip Crummy, of 
the Colchester Archeological Trust, with parts of the major discovery, and bottom, in One Castle House, below right. 
Below left, a model of the Temple of Claudius.  Pictures: SU ANDERSON & PETER BASH
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Town’s major Roman discoveries

 � Head Street: A 1.5m section of  a 
Roman house dating back to AD 61 was 
found at the site of  the town’s former 
post office

 � Abbey Fields: Britain’s only-known 
Roman circus, which is thought to have 
been able to hold 15,000 spectators, was 
discovered in 2005 

 � Lexden Road: A series of  tombs were 
excavated from under Colchester Royal 
Grammar School in 2005

 � Queen Street: Sections of  the Roman 
Wall’s South Gate were found while gas 
mains were being laid by Morrisons in 
2008

 � Barracks: A hoard of  more than 1,200 
coins shocked archaeologists when they 
found it in the former Hyderabad and 
Meeanee barracks site in 2011

 � West Stockwell Street: An 
archaeological dig uncovered a Roman 
road under the former Stockwell Arms 
in 2012

 � St Helena School: The remains 
of  a walled Roman temple precinct 
were excavated by the Colchester 
Archaeological Trust in 2013

 � Napier Road: Eight Roman graves 
dating back to the third and fourth 
centuries were unearthed at the site in 
2013

 � Williams and Griffin: Three gold 
armlets, a silver chain necklace and 
two silver bracelets belonging to a 
wealthy Roman woman were found in 
2014.

now show Colchester what it was 
really like to live in a Roman 
arcade – 1800 years ago.”

And Tim Young, portfolio 
holder for community and culture 
at the town’s borough council, 
said he is “intrigued” by the new 
find.

“This discovery will add an 
exciting dimension to the castle 
experience. The castle staff  are 
intrigued by it, as am I and many 
others on the council,” he said.

“We opened up the original exit 
of  the castle recently, which will 
allow all of  the elements, includ-
ing the castle itself  and the new 
display, to come together. 

“I think introducing something 
like this to the town opens a new 
chapter for the story of  the castle, 
and shows us how Roman 
Colchester really is. 

“We live in the oldest town in 
Britain and we must make the 
most of  that fact.”

Suki Dulai, managing director 
of  George Hotel owners Flying 
Group PLC, decided to preserve 

the arcade after previously plan-
ning to open a restaurant at the 
town-centre site.

He said: “After the discovery of  
Claudius Gateway, we’ve decided 
to preserve and celebrate our 
history with the community of  
Colchester.”

The company has decided to 
run the exhibit as a charity, which 
will raise funds for both the 
community and for World Food 
Aid.

Sarah Head-Anderson, group 
head of  marketing at Surya 
Foods, part of  Flying Group PLC, 
said: “We don’t want a profit 
motive to interfere with preserv-
ing the history of  this fantastic 
find.

“We are very keen to work in 
partnership with the council and 
the Archeological Trust to create 
something that will celebrate 
Colchester’s history and help the 
local community.”

An open day is taking place at 
One Castle House on Saturday 
between 10am and 4pm.

to ancient town’s historical gems

 � Colchester Castle, constructed in Norman times, is built on the former 
Temple of Claudius.  Picture: ALISON CONNORS

 � Various artist’s impressions, showing different views 
and detail, of the Roman arcade – and the Temple of 
Claudius – just discovered in Colchester, Britain’s oldest 
town.  Illustrations: CONTRIBUTED


